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                             Words of Grace



	Loving God, living our faith, welcoming all...

and having a good time doing it.
	                             October 2021
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Ministry Updates:
Greetings from your Council:  Over the past several months Grace of God Church Council has focused it’s attention to several areas of ministries and growth.

First it is Grace of God wants to continue with it Social and Outreach Ministries such as “Grocery Club”,” Good Samaritan Fund”, “Food for the Poor” and Eric Lynch Memorial. It was felt that these outreach ministries are the core of who Grace of God is.

Council also looked at the new Covid-19 guidelines that the ELCA has sent out and determined that Grace of God’s guidelines were within the those of the ELCA’s.

Council also approved changes to the weekly bulletin to put in more information on what is happening. Council is looking at incorporating more of the new “All Creation Sings” Liturgy into the upcoming services.

Council is working on a new “Covenant” with Pastor Bettye and redoing Grace of God’s Constitution to bring it up to where it needs to be.

Council is also looking for new individuals to be on Council for next year and if interested please contact Rick Osman or Pastor Bettye.

Council approved several outings over the summer, one to the ShoreBirds and the Church Picnic. It is felt that congregational gatherings outside of worship is very important.

Finance Committee:
	FINANCIAL REPORT


	January - July 2021


								
								
		Income

		Actual

		Budget

	
								
			Weekly Offerings

		$42,740

		$52,269

	
			plus FaithStreet

					
			Other

		$14,447

		$1,540

	
			Total Income

		$57,187

		$53,089

	
								
		Income and Expense

					
								
			Income

		$57,187

			
			Expense

		$51,927

			
			Income less Expense

		$5,260

			
	Lower than budgeted Offerings have been offset by significantly higher than budgeted one time memorial and other contributions. Coupled with the reduced expenses of covid restricted operations at the begining of the year, GOG has a favorable income to expense variance for the year to date.


		Thank you for your support of GOGLC!

	

	Pastor’s Ponderings,

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of praise. 14Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them and anoint them with oil in the name of the LORD. 15And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the LORD will raise them up.

  James 5: 13 – 15

Prayer lists are critical in the life of the church.  One might suggest we should pray for everyone all the time.  Relying on the Spirit of God to lead us in prayer we encourage our siblings in Christ to bring forth names as we refresh our prayer lists each week.  Grace of God has a wonderful practice of offering names during worship from their joys and concerns list as offered at the beginning of worship.  Community Lutheran has a long-standing practice of listing names within their bulletins for people in need of prayer.  Whatever the method, praying for others is a part of the life blood of the church.  Let us consider the practice of offering names during prayer time, giving each other time to think, to be informed by the Spirit of God to offer names up for healing and hope.  This action of prayer is a gift we can bring to the many in God’s name.

Pastor Bettye


Council President’s Corner

Greetings and best wishes to all. At this time of Autumn with changes in the air it is good for reflection. 

In the past couple of weeks, I have attended several events that have made me reflect on things in a different manner. 

 The first event was a “Celebration of Life” for a former coach, professor and mentor that I had and influenced me since my college days. Seeing old classmates and team members and listening to what everyone speaking on how “Dr. B” influenced them from the time they were on campus to present day. I brought up to me that it is the legacy of the people that we touch is important and not as much as our own individual accomplishments.

The other event was my belated 50th High School Reunion where we again saw individuals and friends that we hadn’t seen for a number of years. This brought back some good and not so good memories of those people and years. But what struck me the most was one of the organizers of the Reunion got up and asked for forgiveness of an individual who each had bad feelings for since high school. He realized that even though each individual felt that they were wronged that it should be set aside and life is too short to hold on to things that happened more than 50 years ago.

These two events made touch me in a way to say that holding onto the past is never good. We should remember it and honor it but it should not prevent us from changing. We all need to learn to adapt because change happens and there is nothing that we can do to prevent it.

So as most of us enter that Autumn time we notice changes happening all around us and we need to embrace it and see the beauty in what is new and coming.

Rick Osman,

Council President, Grace of God Lutheran Church
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Choir meets every Sunday from 10-10:30 AM.  All voices and talents are welcome to join at any time!  You will be surprised how much fun you will have.


Book Group[image: image3.jpg]



We meet on the third Thursday of the month at 10:00 am.  If anyone is interested in joining us we are still meeting via Zoom, contact me at irisfisher@verizon.net for an invitation to join the zoom meeting.
October 21, 2021

The Personal Librarian by Marie Benedict and Victoria Christopher Murray

A remarkable novel about J. P. Morgan’s personal librarian, Belle da Costa Greene, the Black American woman who was forced to hide her true identity and pass as white in order to leave a lasting legacy that enriched our nation, from New York Times bestselling author Marie Benedict, and acclaimed author Victoria Christopher Murray.
In her twenties, Belle da Costa Greene is hired by J. P. Morgan to curate a collection of rare manuscripts, books, and artwork for his newly built Pierpont Morgan Library. Belle becomes a fixture in New York City society and one of the most powerful people in the art and book world, known for her impeccable taste and shrewd negotiating for critical works as she helps create a world-class collection.

But Belle has a secret, one she must protect at all costs. She was born not Belle da Costa Greene but Belle Marion Greener. She is the daughter of Richard Greener, the first Black graduate of Harvard and a well-known advocate for equality. Belle’s complexion isn’t dark because of her alleged Portuguese heritage that lets her pass as white—her complexion is dark because she is African American.

The Personal Librarian tells the story of an extraordinary woman, famous for her intellect, style, and wit, and shares the lengths she must go to—for the protection of her family and her legacy—to preserve her carefully crafted white identity in the racist world in which she lives.

November 18, 2021 by Lynda Rutledge

West With Giraffes

An emotional, rousing novel inspired by the incredible true story of two giraffes who made headlines and won the hearts of Depression-era America.
“Few true friends have I known and two were giraffes…”
Woodrow Wilson Nickel, age 105, feels his life ebbing away. But when he learns giraffes are going extinct, he finds himself recalling the unforgettable experience he cannot take to his grave.

It’s 1938. The Great Depression lingers. Hitler is threatening Europe, and world-weary Americans long for wonder. They find it in two giraffes who miraculously survive a hurricane while crossing the Atlantic. What follows is a twelve-day road trip in a custom truck to deliver Southern California’s first giraffes to the San Diego Zoo. Behind the wheel is the young Dust Bowl rowdy Woodrow. Inspired by true events, the tale weaves real-life figures with fictional ones, including the world’s first female zoo director, a crusty old man with a past, a young female photographer with a secret, and assorted reprobates as spotty as the giraffes.

Part adventure, part historical saga, and part coming-of-age love story, West with Giraffes explores what it means to be changed by the grace of animals, the kindness of strangers, the passing of time, and a story told before it’s too late.

December 16, 2021

Ahab’s Wife:  Or the Star Gazer  Senta Jeter Naslund

From the opening line—"Captain Ahab was neither my first husband nor my last"—you will know that you are in the hands of a master storyteller and in the company of a fascinating woman hero. Inspired by a brief passage in Moby-Dick, Sena Jeter Naslund has created an enthralling and compellingly readable saga, spanning a rich, eventful, and dramatic life. At once a family drama, a romantic adventure, and a portrait of a real and loving marriage, Ahab's Wife gives new perspective on the American experience.
Good Search

You Search or Shop…

We Give
Other ways to Give to Grace of God
FAITHSTREET GIVING:  Make giving to Grace of God easier, never miss a chance to support our ministry (even when traveling or missing a Sunday), and save a tree (no envelope needed!) Electronic giving helps you to give joyfully, generously, and intentionally.  It helps us to plan for more ministry when we have recurring giving, and helps you by having to write less checks.  Please consider this form of giving.  It is simple to set up.  Go to our website or facebook page and click the green “give online” button.  
Use www.Goodsearch.com as your search engine, choose Grace of God Lutheran Church and our church will receive a donation every single time you search (for anything!)

Shop online at goodshop.com, choose Grace of God, and a percentage of each purchase will be donated to our congregation! More than 2,000 top stores are participating including Target, Staples, Best Buy and more!

If you shop on amazon, start at smile.amazon.com and choose Grace of God. Each time you buy a qualifying purchase a percentage of what you spend will come to GoG (at no extra cost to you!). 



Grace of God’s Facebook Page 


Keep up to date with what’s happening in the congregation by ‘liking’ our facebook page! Facebook.com/goglcde.org
	

Grace of God

Lutheran Church
P. O. Box 1251

Millsboro, DE  19966
302-947-1044

gogluth1@yahoo.com

Website:  GOGLCDE.org
The Rev. Bettye Wolinski
Vivian Schroeder, Newsletter Editor

Worship:  11:00AM

(Nursery Provided)

Long Neck CHEER Center

Office Hours:  

Mon.  Tues., Thurs., 10:00 AM  -  12:00 PM

At the Long Neck CHEER Center

Millsboro, DE  19966


1

